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Setting the Stage for New Discoveries 

Manitoba Medical Service Foundation Awards 17 New Research Grants  

 

(Winnipeg, Manitoba; March 31, 2014) – Over the past 43 years, the Manitoba Medical Service Foundation 

(MMSF), primarily funded by Manitoba Blue Cross (MBC), has contributed over $19 million to health-related 

research and education in Manitoba. A significant portion of this funding has been dedicated to operating grants 

and professorships for Manitoba-based medical and health-related research projects. On April 16, 2014, the 

MMSF and MBC will proudly recognize the 17 successful grant recipients from the MMSF’s recently held research 

competition, along with all other 2013/14 MMSF awardees, at our annual Awards Recipient Reception.  

“This year’s grant recipients and awardees once again set the bar high,” says MMSF Executive Director Dr. Greg 

Hammond. “The research that is being done within our province by these talented individuals is both diverse and 

groundbreaking. The researchers that are being supported today have the potential to improve the lives of a 

significant number of people both locally and around the world.” 

In seeking funding for a research project, certain application criteria must be met. The foremost is the requirement 

that the research promotes scientific, educational or other activities for the maintenance and improvement of the 

health and well-being of Manitobans. The MMSF selection committee also conducts in-person interviews with 

candidates as part of the granting process. MMSF is particularly interested in young scientists and/or first-time 

researchers early in their careers, with the goal of encouraging the development of their research, clinical and 

teaching excellence in the academic environment in Manitoba, and to have an impact beyond these realms and 

into the broader community. 

“Over the four decades that Manitoba Blue Cross has supported the MMSF, we have witnessed a significant 

number of breakthroughs in health care as a result of the remarkable researchers who have received funds 

through the Foundation,” says MBC President & CEO Andrew Yorke.  “It is fair to assume that many of us have 

benefited in some way from one of the numerous discoveries that have been made at the hands of these 

researchers. We will no doubt continue to celebrate many more accomplishments as a result of these pioneers.”  

Areas of health research for this year’s operating grant recipients include:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

For a detailed description of all 2014 awards and funded research projects or for more information on the 

Foundation and its many partners, please visit Manitoba Medical Service Foundation’s website at www.mmsf.ca. 
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Interviews/photos available upon request. Media is also invited to take photos/gather footage at the 

Awards Recipient Reception on April 16 from 5 - 7 p.m. at Manitoba Blue Cross, 599 Empress Street. 

Grant recipients will be on hand for interviews. 

For more information contact: 

Lisa Harrison, Communications Coordinator 

Manitoba Blue Cross  

204.788.6821 

lisa.harrison@mb.bluecross.ca 

 Acute stroke treatment 

 Anorexia nervosa 

 Antibiotic resistance 

 Asthma  

 Bariatric surgery & exercise  

  

 Breast cancer prognosis & treatment 

 Cancer therapies & treatment 

 Cardiac disease & repair 

 Concussion & impact on academics 

 Diabetes & insulin secretion 
  

 Diabetes & youth oral health 

 Preterm babies & oxygen therapy 

 Post-traumatic stress in ICU  
      patients 

 Knee replacement surgery 
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